The Supply of Teachers

The classes and courses are of widely different types: on the one hand
there are short courses of small groups of students, study circles, and
groups of listeners to British Broadcasting Company Educational
Talks; on the other Three-Year Tutorial Classes and Advanced
Tutorial Classes conducted by Universities, and courses at a Workers*
Residential College, such as Ruskin College, Oxford, all doing work
of the standard of University work in Honours.

In the year ended 31st July, 1938,3000 courses of various kinds were
conducted under the Adult Education Regulations. They were
attended by 58,000 pupils- The most popular subjects are Literature
and Language, Economics, Sociology, Philosophy, and Psychology.1

9. THE SUPPLY OP TEACHERS

The training of teachers, like the provision of schools, was begun
by voluntary agencies. The National Society and other religious
Societies which were active in providing schools soon realised the
necessity of providing qualified teachers for them, and founded
residential Training Colleges in different parts of the country. The
Education Department assisted with grants and awarded the Teacher's
Certificate to those who passed the prescribed tests.

After 1890 Universities were authorised to establish Training
Departments in which intending teachers could obtain a degree as
well as the Certificate, The Act of 1902 enabled the L.RA.s to build
Colleges of their own which, of course, were undenominational in
contrast to the earlier Colleges, In 1926 the Board of Education ceased
to conduct the examination for the Certificate and handed it over to
Regional Boards on which die Training Colleges, the Universities,
and the L.E,A.s were all represented.

There are now 74 Training Colleges, of which 51 are voluntary
foundations. They provide, normally, a two-year course up to the
Teacher's Certificate. In the University Training Departments the
students usually spend three years in working for a degree and then
one year in, professional training* Those who secure good Honours
degrees are usually appointed to Secondary Schools; the others go to
Elementary Schools.

* See also The Scofe $ni Practice of Mult Education (BLM Stationery Office,
1937); BoffrJ of Education Rtguktions for Aiult Education (H,M. Stationery
Office); Adult Education in Practice, Peers (Macmillan, 1934); Learn and Live,
Williams and Heath (Mediuen).
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